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PREFACE. 



The following Queries addressed to Elias Hicks, with hit 
answers, as published in the 12th Month, 1829, may have been 
considered by some, as undeniable evidence of the soundness of • 
his views on the points in question. Those Answers, howeveri 
being written at the request of one of his friends, and probably 
designed for a particular purpose, furnish but an imperfect view of 
his sentiments : nevertheless, being sanctioned as they were, by a 
number of his ^adherents, as the sentiments which tbcy had »• 
always unde];stood him to have maintained; and no intimation 
appearing on his part, of any change in his opinions— the public 

> 

cation therefore, may have misled many. 

For the information of such, (as well as other sober inquirers,) 
the said Queries have been again brought into tiew, and answeredv 
not only in his language of 1829, but also in the language expressed 
by him at sundry times, on the same points, together with some 
short specimens of the faith and doctrine of the Society of Friends 
on those subjects. * 

The impartial inquirer has thus an opportunity of judging for 
himself, what were the real sentiments of E. H. on these 
subjects, and also of contrasting them with the doctrines of the 
Society. 

Moreover, as it is well known that Elias Hicks was instrumentel 
'in producing a sorrowful schism in the Society of Friends, and 
which took place in the Yearly Meeting of which he was a member, 
in 5th Month, 1828, the attentive reader will perceive, in perusing 
the following pages, that the direct answers given by him, were 
his language a considerable time after the said separation'; and 
when, notwithstanding the schism, he claimed unity with the fiiith 
and doctrine of our primitive Friends. But the Answers collected 






from his ftayings and vrritingn on the same points, exhibit his .riews 
on those subjects, as avowed at difi^erent times, for some years 
previous to the said separation, during which time his public com- 
munications were abundantly marked with sentiments similar 
.%o those contained in the fn^owing pages : the avowal of these and 
other unsound opinions, led to the schism in the Society, and 
finally to his disownment from being a member of it. 

In' the preface to the said Queries, the publisher complains of 

ttfairtaess tsA perversion, in ihb use vnAe of filiiM Mkks* 

ifteclarati0ns{ and that hts ^own writings shall not be sufieved lo 

^ epeak for 4hemiBelVes,*' 6lc. However w^ust his cempUiol, yet in 

. tiie present caie^ £. H. being made his own expo^or^ his Aiends 

can have no catise to complain, as his own words and Wfitingt tt 

, suffered 16 speak for themftelvea, as uttered- aad written by iutti fet 

^dtflbrent timeil, during a number of years 7>ast« And Ae «i«g«lcr 

, ioeonsitten'eiei which the friends of Elias Hicks have involved 

ib6th him and diemselves in, by the putting forth uf the Q«ieries, 

thereby plainly exhibited. 

The present work having been thus long withh^ ironi the 
presd, n;uiy be thought unseasonable by some, moro •ei^>acially as 
(Blias Hicks is now unable to answer for himself: kki deniee, 
however, amongst other causes, has operated to -retail Hs 
publication : «ome having entertained an opinion, that beiiig 
deceased, he should now be permitted to rest quietly In his grave. 
This is indeed desirable, as far as relates to himself; and would 
lie 60 in relation to his sentiments also, if those opimons of 'his, 
which arc opposed to the doctrine of the Society of Fnenda»-ootUd 
thelreby be buried in oblivion. We have no desire faroo nfa ror ewy 
. respecting him as an individual, nor to touch his character, rfufdier 
^4pni is connected with the sentiments promulgated by Wm. We 
^«oneede to him and his followers, their right to "Ui opinioai ; 
neverthelees, whilst th^y coritinae to approbate mnd pdbHah ihuD, 
mnd at the same time claim for him and diemsel? et,«unity'iliWth«iid 
-doctrine with our PrimitiveoPriende, it devol vea uponus «tA4kty,im 
•ailable occasiona, to show wherein his opitoona were -mi fttfia«ee 
irtth thto Chrlfliaft doetrinA they held ; and whkh Ittve bben 
fnaiiilained by the 'Bocftety df Friends down lo the .preaeiH day. 



We cannot view those doctrines, as some have recently donef 
as being" mere matter of opinion ; or that it is non-essential to us, 
as a body of professing Christians, whether we believe or disbelieve 
them ; therefore we must dissent from the sentiments of E. R. 
who, whilst he abundantly urged an attention to one fundamental 
doctrine of our Society, viz : the internal manifestation of divine 
light ; at the same time would lead his hearers to consider a belief 
in all others of no importance : ** Here*' saith he, '' as you come to 
this, you need not trouble yourselves to recommend to your 
friends what they must believe, that they must believe this, or that : 
it is all nonsense, because a man cannot believe just what he wants 
to believe — he cannot believe any thing but what the divine light 
gives him an evidence of; and this he must believe, and he cannot 
resist it : Here then we discover that belief is no virtue, and 
unbelief nd^ crime ; because why ? it is an involuntary thing to 
man.'* — JE. Hicks* Sermon^ Qua. Vol. 1, p, 146. 

In furnishing the following extracts from his sermons, letters* 
and other declarations, I have endeavored to give them fairly, 
embracing all that appeared necessary, to convey his true mean- 
ing ; and to insert nothing as his own expressions, without being 
fully satified of thefr correctness, from my own knowledge, and 
the testimony of divers others of unquestionable veracity, who 
were witnesses to his (declarations, and generally have preserved 
minutes thereof, made at or near the time they were uttered. The 
whole being as plain an exhibition as I have been capable of 
jfurnishing, of the sentiments expressed by himself, on the several- 
points in question, wherein he dissented from the doctrines of eur 
Society ; which is submitted to the candid reader as being among 
the causes which led the Society of Friends to testify against him 
and his doctrines ; and against such of its members as adhered ijjjj^ 
them. 

THOMAS WILLIS. 

Jericko, ^th Monthy 1831. 
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THE ANSWERS TO THE SIX QUERIES, >: 

COMPARED AND CONTRASTED. 



FIRST QUERY. 

"Dost thou wish to be understood by any thing 
thou may have said, publicly or privately, that thou 
denies the miraculous conception of the fleshy body 
of Jesus Christ; or dost thou believe that Joseph 
waa his father ?" 

S. H*8. ANSWER TO QUE- COMMENT IN E. H's. OWN LANGVAOX. 

RT FIRST. 

^^ T , , " Some parts of Scripture represent JesuB 

,. , , " . to be the son of Joseph ; others, that he was 

hered and asserted ^^^^^j^j ^^^^^ ^^ ^ miracle; and there is aa 

tW^T^Ld^a^ fiilTa ™°*^'^ Scripture evidflDce one way, as the 

rdLf in the nSac- oO^er:'- Westbury Quarterly Meeting, 7th 

, V- \ month, 1821, 

ulous conception of . 

the fleshly body of '' I was brought up and educated in the his- 
Jesus Christ, as it torical and traditional belief, that the concep- 
was possible for the tion of Jesus of Nazareth, in the womb of 
history to give be- Mary, his mother, was effected by the power 
lief. And I may of God ; and this has been my belief, as far as 
now assure thee, history could produce a belief, for^ more than 
that I never thought .fifty years : and although I read, or have heard 
or said, that I be- the Scripinres read many tidies over, yet, as I 
lieved Joseph was read them, or heard them read under the pre- 
his father." judice of a traditional belief, I never observed 

any thing that appeared to militate against it. 
But having in the compass of a few years past, 
been led into the examination of the ancient 
history of the professed Christian Church« 
wherein I discovered that many who made 
profession of the Christian name believed 
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otherwise ; and these at times stood foremost 
in esteem." 

(After some remarks upon the subject of 
the dissention,'and wars, which he says re- 
sulted from the conflicting opinions on this 
subject, and by which the " Bishop of Rome 
gained the ascendancy," he proceeds :) 

'' Now in his creed, to which he made all 
the nations of Europe bow, by the dint of the 
sword, was this of the miraculous birth : there- 
fore all children, for several hundred years, 
were brought up and educated in this belief, 
without any examination in regard to its cor- 
rectness. Finding this to be the case, I ex- 
amiiied the accounts given on this subject by 
the four Evangelists, and according to my best 
judgment on me occasion, I was led to think 
there was considerable more Scriptdre evi- 
dence for his being the son of Joseph than 
otherwise : although it has not as yet chang<e4 
my belief." 

*' But when we consider diat he was bom 
of a woman that was joined in lawful v^edlocl^ 
with a man of Israel, it would seem that it 
most shut the way to the enforcing any such 
belief, as all their neighbours would naturally 
be led to consider him the son of Joseph ; 
plid this it appears very clear they did, by th^ 
Scripture testimony." 

^ And although it has not, as above obserr- 
ed, given caose as yet to alter my views on 
the subject, as tradition is a mifffaty bulwark* 
not easily removed ; yet it has nad this salu- 
tary effect, as to deliver me from judging roj 
brethren and feUow-creatures, who are in that 
belief; and can feel the same flow of love and 
unity with them, as though they were in Ifa^ 
same belief with myself; neither would I dare 
to say positively, that it would be my ndnd 
they should change their belief, unless I eoxM 
give them much greater evidence than I am 
at present possessed of; as I conceive in re- 
gard to our salvation, they are both non-es- 
sentials : and I may further say, that I believe 
it would be a much greater sin in me, to 
smoke tobac^ Uiat wu the produce of the 
labour ef ^ves, dian it would be to believe 
either of Ihesepoeitions."— JSrfroci from E. 
it$. kmt to Tko$. WiUh, 1(M minUk, 18tl. 
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"We have no evidence of this event*' (the 
miraculous conception) " but an historical ac- 
count, and the Scriptures themselves, can be 
no evidence, for as no man can be an evidence 
for himself, so neither can any book be evi- 
dence for itself. We are not bound to receive 
and believe any thing as truth, but what is 
confirmed to us by the revelation of the spirit^ 
of truth in our own minds. We have only 
the woman's account for this, whose interest 
it was to make it appear so : aad Luke, in the 
beginning of his genealogy, says, he was sup- 
posed to be the son of Joseph, and that is as 
much as we can consistently say of any one." 
— Declaration in Meetings at Jericho^ 1st 
month, 21 St J 1825. 

'' That account (the Angel's declaration to 
Mary, and to Joseph) can't be proved ; who 
said it ? It was only Joseph and Mary's testi- 
mony, or say so ; and it was their interest to 
say so ; but it ought not to be there." — Dc' 
claration to Gideon Seaman, at Westhuryt 
near the 1st of the year 1822. 

'' Who was his father ? He was begotten of 
God ! We cannot suppose that it was the out- 
ward body of flesh and blood, that was begot- 
ten of God ; but a birth of the spiritual life in 
the soul. * * Nothing visible can be a son 
of God. ♦ • By the analogy of reason, 
spirit cannot beget a material body, because 
the thing begotten must be of the same na- 
ture with its father. Spirit cannot beget any 
thing but spirit; it cannot beget flesh and 
blood : No ! My friends it is impossible.**— 
E. iTs, Sermon^ s, Philadelphia edition, pages 
10 and II. 

'' The true Christian must become a son or 
a daughter of like nature and will with the 
Father, in the same sense, and same manner 
as Jesus Christ became his Son, by regenera- 
tion ; not by generation ; for the Almighty in 
his wisdom, has ordained the means wnerebj 
generation can be carried on ; that flesh can 
only produce flesh, but flesh and spiritneveir can 
unite and make a being." — Sermon at Jerichot 
1st month, 29th, 1824. 

''Nothing born of a woman can be anr 
thing more tiban flesh and bldod ; and fledh 
and blood caimot inherit the kingdom of 6o^ 
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because his kingdom is spiritual ; and there- 
fore the Son of God inust no; only have • 
spiritual father, but a spiritual mother': for 
j you Iluow what the effect is where two differ- 
ent species unite together in that relation^ 
how abominable." — E, Hick*8 Serm. Qua, 
vol. SJ, page 107. 

'< If thee will read the Scriptures attentive- 
ly, thee will believe Jesus to be the son of 
Jojseph/' — Declaration to Anna Braithwaita 
and others. 

'' I believe the first chapter of Matthew, 
and that of Luke, are fabulous.". — DeclarO' 
tion to William Jack^on^ of Pennsylvania. 
See his testimony in Court, at Camden, N. J. 

''Jesus Christ was a mere man, begotten 
and brought forth, as other men, by the pow- 
er of God on the virgin Mary ; and undoubt- 

I ®^^y^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^° ^^ Joseph." — Sermon 
at flushing, 9th month, 25th, 1 823. 

'' He was begotten as every other man that 
ever came into the world was begotten. The 
Almighty performs a miracle whenever a hu- 
man being is conceived."-^ Sermon at Flush' 
ing. 



* ON THE MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION. 

The Societ J of Friends have always acknowledged 
as firm a belief in the miraculous. conception of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as recorded by the Evangelists. 

In the approved doctrines of the Society, it is said: 
** For as we believe all those things to have been cer- 
tainly transacted, which are recorded in the Scriptures, 
concerning the birth, life, miracles, sufferings, resur- 
rection and ascension of Christ; so we do also believe 
that it is the duty of every one to believe it, to whom it 
pleases God to reveal the same, and to bring them to 
the knowledge of it; yea, we believe it were damna- 
ble unbeliof not to believe it, when so declared.'*-— 
Barclay^ s jlpoL page 141. 

George Fox, in answer to a question. Who was 
ChrbrB father and mother ? Mith, ^^ I told liim Mary 
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was his mother, and that he was supposed to be th« 
son of Joseph ; but he was the son of God/' — G. Fox't 
Journal^ Vol. I j page 5. 

Again, on behalf of the Society, he writes thus: 
*^ And we own and believe in Jesus Christ, his beloved 
and only begotten Son, in whom he is well pleased;" 
who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of 
the virgin Mary," &c. — Ibid^ Vol. 2, page 139. 

Job Scott, saith : " Thus the Jews, even while they 
were expecting Christ's coming, knew him not when he 
came : they overlooked and despised his lOw and mean 
appearance; thought he was Joseph's son, and born 
amongst them ; and so rejected, abused, and finally 
put him to death: But they were mistaken in his 
pedigree, his descent was from heaven; and God, 
not Joseph, was his father."-r-/. Scott^s Jour. page 14. 

"And the Angel answered, and said unto her, the 
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also 
that holy thing which shall be born of thee, shall be 
called the Son of God. He shall be great, and shall 
be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father David; 
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end," — Declarer 
tion of the Angel unto Mary. Luke i. 22, 23, and 25. 



SECOND QUERY. 

' ** Dost thou mean to be understood by any thing 
thou may have said, publicly or privately, that thou 
denies the divinity of Jesus Christ.'^" 



ANSWER. 



*' As respects the 
divinity of Jesus 
Christ, f apprehend 
M-MiniBter in the 



COMMENT. 



'* As far as he (Jesus Christ) had of the 
divine nature in him, so far he was divine and 
no farther ; and so of every other man/'— 
Sermon at Jericho^ ^ih months 1821« 
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Society" of Friends, 
. las xboie often, in 
hifl public comrau- 
nications, asserted 
the divinity of Je- 
ius. Ckrist, the Son 
of God, than I have, 
mranring mj hear- 
ars that he was ful- 
ly swallowed up in- 
to the Divine na- 
ture, and complete 
divinity of his hea- 
Tttdy Father. But 
I never believed 
that Jesus Christ, 
Ae Son of God, 
was the father of 
tdiMelf but that he 
was truly the Son 
of God, endued 
with power from 
on high, by which 
lie was qualified to 
usher in and intro- 
duce the new cove- 
nant dispensation, 
ap prophesied long 
before by Jeremi-* 
eb» the . Prophet, 
when all outward 
mediation should 
eease, as the law of 
God was now to be 
written on the in- 
ward table of the 
heart, and not on 
the tables of stone, 
or with pen, ink, 
and paper ; after 
which, no man was 
to say to his neigh- 
bour, or brother, 
know the Lord, for 
all shall know me, 
from the least to the 
matoet This is 
IM eOTonant that I 
acknowledge, and I 



*^ Jesus Christ was a mere man, begotten 
and brouffht forth as other men."— ffne/k^if , 
dtk month. 25thj 1823. 

*' And I want to gather our attentton to a 
steady and continued adherence to the light 
of truth in our own minds ; we may call it the 
light of Christy for it is the same Hght that he 
was enlightened with, and the Apostles tell na 
tliat it enlighteneth every man that cometh 
into the world. But as Jesus was looked up- 
on as a man, when on earth, the light In that 
body that walked about the streets of Jerusa- 
lem, was no more than is in^everr creature, 
as a manifestation of that light in them, which 
would do the same work for them* that it did 
for Jesus Christ, the son of Abraham, and the 
son of David.*' — E. Hick^s Sermon^ Qua. vol. 
^th, p. 104. 

*' He was tempted in all points as we ans 
and he had the same desires and propensities 
that we have, yet he stood firm, because he was 
instructed, and led to see himself a poor crea- 
ture : he had no merit of his own : he was a 
poor helpless male infiint, whose life was de» 
pendant, under -God, on the nursing of his 
mother."^ i&i(2, QuaJcer^ vol. I, p. 2^« 

*' For he had read the law, and underetood 
it, because he was faithful to the manifesta- 
tion of light, and it was dispensed to him in 
proportion to his necessity to understand the 
law ; for he had not more given him than 
would enable him to fulfil it, the same as the 
other Israelites ; for if he had more, he could 
not be an example to them.'' — IbH Quaker^ 
vol. 1, p. 193. 

** Jesus could do no more than to recom- 
mend to this comforter, which was the light 
in him." — Ibid^ po^^ 41. 

** He never directed to himself bot all he 
wanted was to lead their minds to the spirit 
of {ruth, to the light within ; and when be had 
done this, he had done his office."— Au2,pw 47« 

" Moses, the Prophets, Jesus Christy and 
all his Apostles, and faithful disciples* never 
did, nor could^ ffo any furtlier than to recom- 
mend to the light within, the Spirit of God." 
— JS. Its. SsrmMf Qtto. v6L^p.6^ 

^ He ( Jestw) Vas only an outward SaHonr* 
that healed their ovtwwrd diaeaaea^ and gavo 



ifaer, and this I con- 
sider the only real 
Gospel covenant. 
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acknowledf e no o- 1 them strength of body to enjoy that outward 
' * ' good land.' • * It was the soul that want- 

ed salvation; but this no outward , Saviour 
could do : no external Saviour could have any 
hand in it." — -E. Hick^s SermonSfp. 50, 51. 

" What is the Son of God, and where is he t 
Do the professors in Christianity think that 
that Jesus, born of the. virgin Mary,|i8 ihm 
only Son of God, that can give us a know- 
ledge of the Father ? They must be dark in- 
deed ! He can do nothing for any of us. It 
is nothing but the^ birth of God in the soul, 
that can give us any knowledge of God. It 
was the birth of God in Jesus ; that light and 
life that was in hira, that revealed the Father 
in him, and to him." — JE. Hick's 8erm. Qua. 
vol, 4, p, 64 and 65. 

" I have no idea that he was the Word 
spoken of in the beginning of John, or that he 
had any existence before he was born of the 
Virgin Mary, but I believe he is now a glori- 
fied saint in Heavwi." — Declaration in meet* 
ing at Jericho, 1826. 

ON THE DIVINITY OF JESUS CHRIST. 

The Society of Friends have ever acknowledged 
their Bincere belief in the proper divinity of our Lord 
and iSaviour Jesus Christ. They have uniformiljr 
testified that he was the Word of God, spoken of bjr 
the Evangelist, John; by whom the world, and all 
things else, were made. They believe, that in the 
fullness of time, this eternal Word was made (or took) 
flesh, and dwelt among men, in the person of our 
Lord Jesus Christ : concerning whom, the angel de- 
clared to the Shepherds : " Unto you is born this day, 
in the city of David, a Saviour, ;rt;|iich is Christ the 
Lord." "^ 

George Fox, on behalf of the Society, saith; " We 
own and believe in Jesus Christ, his beloved Son in 
3f horn he is well pleased, who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, and born pf the virgin Mary ; in whom 
we have redemption tKr^gh his blood, even the for- 
I^FenofiA of sins ; who tir^tiie express image of the in- 
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Tisibfc God, -the first born of every creature; by 
whom all things, were created that are in heaven and 
in earlh." — G. Fox's Jour. Vol. W.pagt 139. 

In Barclay's Catechism and Confession of Faith, is 
the following, amongst other Scripture doctrinep, 
concerning the divinity and humanity of Jesus Christ* 

" And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among 
us, (and we beheld his glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth. For he whom 
God hath sent speaketh the words of God; for God 
giveth not the spirit by measure unto him. How God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power ; who went about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppressed with the devil; for God was 
with him. For it pleased the Father that in him 
should all fullness dwell. For in him dwelleth all 
the fullness of the Godhead bodily. In him are hid 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.'' — Bar'- 
elaifs Catechism^ P^g^ 10. 

Again, " Alt things were made by him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. Whose 

foingg forth have been from of old ; from everlasting, 
'or God created all things by Jesus Christ. Who 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God. And his name is called Wonderful, 
Counsellor; . the mighty God; the everlasting Father; 
the Prince of Peace," — Ibid, Artick 4ih. 

"God sent his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh. For 
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he 
might destroy the works of the devil ; being manifest- 
ed to take away oar sins. — Ibtdy jirl. 5th. 

*'For the infinite and most wise God, who is the 
foundation, root and spring of all operation, hath 
wrought all things by his eternal Word and Son.— 
This is that Jesus Chriet by whom God created all 
things; by whom and for whom, all things were cre- 
ated that are in heaven and in earth — who therefore 
is called the first born of every creature. As then 
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that infinite and incomprehensible fountain «of life 
and motion, operateth in the creatures by his own 
eternal word and power, so no creature has access 
again unto him but in and by the Son, according to 
his own express words, No man knoweth the Father 
but the Spn, and he to whom the Son will reveal him.'' 
Mat. xi. 27. Luke^ x. 29. And again, he himself saith, 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh 
unto the Father but by me. John^ xiv. 6. Hence he 
is fitly called the mediator betwixt God and man : for 
having been with God from all eternity, being himself 
God ; and also in time partaking of the nature of man, 
through him is the goodness and love of God convey- 
ed to mankind, and by him again man receiveth and 
partaketh of these mercies.'' Barclatfs Apohpage 27. 

" I am the door, (saith Christ) by me if any man 
enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture." John x, 9. " Come unto me, all ye 
that labor, and are heavy laden, and 1 will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I 
am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls." Mat. xi. 28, 29. " I am the good 
Shepherd and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine." John x. 14. Again, "My sheep hear my 
voice, and 1 know them, and they follow me. And 
I give unto them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 
Band. My Father who gave ihem me, is greater than 
all, and none is able to pluck them out of my Father's 
hand. I and my Father are one." Verse 27 to 30. 
I am the living bread which came down from heaven. 
If any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: 
arid the bread that 1 will give is my flesh, which Iwill 
ffive for the life of the world." "Except ye eat the 
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have 
no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh 
my blood hath eternal life; and I will raise him up at 
the last day." John vi, 51, 53, 54. 

^^ I came forth from the Father, and am come into 



■?■ 



16 

the i?f rid : agaio, I leave the world, and go to the 
Father.*'— Jo^ xvL 28- 

" And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self, with the glory which I had with thee, before 
th? world was." John xvii. 5. 



THIRD QUERY. 

^^Dost thouwrufbtobe understood as denying the au- 
thenticity of the Scriptures of truth, or as wishing to 
undervalue UtemY or. would thou encourage all to the 
frequent and djHgent f>€xii8al of them, as being able, 
under Divine. iUamination, to make wise unto salva- 
tion?" ^ , 



ANSWER. 

*< As respects the 
Scriptures of truth, 
I hare highly es- 
teemed them from 
my youth up, have 
always given them 
the preference to 
any other book, and 
have read them 
abundantly more 
than any other 
book, and I would 
recommend all to 
the serious and dili- 
gent perusal of 
tnem; and I appre- 
hend I have receiv- 
ed as much comfort 
and instruction from 
them, as any other 
man. Indeed they 
have instructed me 
home to the sure 
UDcbiiigeable foun- 



COXXBNT* 

"And among other subjects, I have been 
led, I trust, carefully and candidly to investi- 
gate the effects produced by the book called 
the Scriptures, since it has borne that appel- 
lation, and it appears from a comparative view* 
to have been the cause of four fold more harm 
than good to Christendom, since the Apostles 
days: and this I think must be indubitably 
plain to every faithful honest mind, that ba« 
investigated her history, free from the undue 
bias of education and tradition." — £. Hicks* 
Letter to P. Willis, dated Bth month, 181 B. 
*^ Although we value the Scriptures, which 
are written and bound up in the book we call 
the Bible, as well as other Scriptures tmtten 
.by other wise and good men ; but the Scrip- 
tures do not properly belong to any, but those 
to whom they were written ; diey are so hx 
from being any rule to the true Christian, thai 
they are inconsistent and contradictory to 
themselves, and there is not an agreement in 
them, in any general way.'* — E. Hick's Ser- 
mon, WesAury Qwir* Meetings ItK mohiK 
29, 1825. 
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dation; the fight 
withiBt or spirit of 
truths the only gos-. 
pel foundation, tha^ 
leads and guides in- 
to all truths and 
thereby con^pletes 
man's salvation ; 
which nothing else 
ever has, or ever 
can do«^ But why 
need I say these 

"things, as all men 
know, that have 
heard me, that I 
confirm my doctrine 
abundantly, by their 
testimony : and I 
have always endea- 
voured sincerely to 
place them in their 
true place and sta- 
tion, but I never 
dare exalt them a- 
bove what they 
themselves declare; 
and as no spring 
can rise higher than 
its fountain, so like- 
wise the Scriptures 
can only direct to 
the fountain from 
whence they origi- 
nated, the spirit of 
truth :^ as saith the 
Apostle : " The 
things of God, 
knoweth no man, 

-but the spirit of 
God ;" therefore, 
when the Scriptures 
have directed and 
pointed us to this 
light within, or spi- 

. rit of truth, there 
they must stop — it 
is their ultimatum — 
the top stone of 
what they can do. 



** We must have no dependance QV^j bQokf 
or writing, as a means whereby we can be 
made wiser in the way of life and salvationr." 
— Funeral at JemsaleMj L, /. 2d month fOih^ 
1 824. 

"If the Scriptures were absolutely necesr 
sary, he had power to commnmcate .them to 
all the nations of the earth. BUi they were 
not necessaiy, and perhaps not suited to 
any. other people than they to- whom they 
were written." — E, Hick^^ Sermon^ PhiladeU 
phia efHtion, .p. 119. 

" The New Testament has been the cause 
of great contention and blood-shed. Jesus 
himself, left nothing in writing, and for my 
part, I am by no means itatrsfied that his dis- 
ciples were authorized to do so." — E. H^s. 
Sermon^ Peaft-sL Moctifig House^ N. Y. 

" Don't you suppose now, that J^suis Christ, 
that was the greatest teacher that, ever was on 
earth, could have written bettet' Scriptures 
than all that was ever written, or can be writ- 
ten ? He lived nearer the fountain than any 
ever did ; but he wrote nothing, artd why ? 
Because he saw how the people hurt them- 
selves by what is written." — E, H's. Sermon 
at Wilmington, Qua, vol. 1, p. 207. 

" Nothinff which has ever been done out- 
wardly, or written, can ever be profitable to 
us ; for we are to leave all those things, and 
not look back to them." — Sermon at Jericho^ 
6th month, 1 Sth, 1^25. 

" The moment we look back, or insist up- 
on a belief in any thing that was written a 
thousand years ago, ti.at moment we depart 
from the ground which we were designed by 
our Creator to occupy." — Sermon at Jericho^ 
6th month, Wth, 185i5. ^ 

"Jesus never wrote any thing, nor com- 
manded any thing to be written ; he spoke 
from fresh openings. Nothing thai was writ- 
ten or spoken one day, can be useful-another ; 
because there is a constant advancement ; and 
there can be no rule or law laid down, for 
there is no two men alike ; of course, what 
applies to one, will not apply to another."— 
Sermon at Jericho, Gth mo. ISth, 1825. 

" The reading of the Scriptures ought not 
to be enjoined by our discipline ; we hAxe no 

3 
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such authority orer one another : we are mot 
at all accountable to each other for what we 
read, or whether we read any thing at all.*^— 
Declaration in meeUng-f at JerichOf 1th mo» 
lOth, 1823. 

'* How absurd for any one to suppose thai 
we must now look to men, or books^ for in- 
struction ; or that we should look back to what 
was written eighteen hundred years ago, in 
order to be instructed in the way of Hfe and 
salvation ; seeing we have the unction in our- 
selves from the Holy One. It was no more 
intended that those of that day, such as Peter ^ 
and Paul, should be instructors to us now, 
than that some of us should now be raised up 
to be instructors to those who may live a thoiH 
sand years after us."'-jSermoa at Jericho^ 9ll 
mouthy 21s/, 1823. 

*' All must go dway ; we mast no longer 
look to the letter, let it come from what eouroe 
it may ; it is no difference."— £. ITa. Sermcmt 
Phil. ed. p. 316. 



And no ether exter- 
nal testimony of men 
or books, can do any 
more. And Jesua 
in his last charge 
to his disciples, in 
order to prevent 
them from looking 
without for instruc- 
tion in the things of 
God, after he had 
led them up to the 
highest pinnacle, 
that any outward 
evidence could, ef- 
fect, certified them,, 
that this light with- 
in, or spirit of truth, 
by which only their 
salvation could be 
effected, dwelt with 
them^ and should 
be in them. And 
this every Christian 
knows to be a truth ; 
and there never was 
a real Christian 
made by any other 
power than this spi- 
rit of truth; and 
every thing that can 
be done by man 
without it, must fail 
of effecting hb sal- 
vation." 

ON THE SCRIPTURES. 

It is well known to those acquainted with the 
doctrines of Friends, that they have uniformlj consid- 
ered the internal manifestation of Divine light, or 
Spirit of truth, to be the foundation principle, or 
fundamental doctrine of the Society ; so they likewise 
believe that the Scriptures of truth (which contaui , 
the doctrines of Christianity) were written under the 
influence of this Holy Spirit : that ^ they were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and comfort 
of the Scriptures, miirht have nope/' Rom. xr. 4. 
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George Fox, on behalf of the Society, aaith,** Con- 
cerning the Holy Sen ptur^s ; vre believe they were 
given forth by the Holy Spirit of God, through the 
Eoly men of God, who (as the Scripture itself declares, 
2nd Pet. i. 21.) spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost : we believe they are to be read, believed and 
fulfilled ; (he that fulfils'them is Christ :) and they are 
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and 
instruction in righteousness; that the man of God 
may be perfect ; thoroughly furnished unto all good 
works. And are able to make wise unto salvation, 
through faith, which is in Christ Jesus." 2nd Tim. iii. 
verse 15 to 17. — George Fox*s Journal^ Vol. ii. P. 140. 

" In this respet above mentioned then, we have 
shown what service and use, the Holy Scriptures, as 
managed in. and by the Spirit, are of the Church of 
God; wherefore we do account them a secondary rule. 
Moreover, as they are commonly acknowledged by 
all, to have been written by the dictates of the Holy 
Spirit; and that the errors which may be supposed 
by the injury of time, to have slipt in, are not such 
but that there is a sufficient clear testimony left to all 
the essentials of the christian faith ; we do look upon 
them as the only fit outward judge of controversies 
among Christians,^ and that whatsoever doctrine is 
contrary unto their testimony, may therefore be 
rejected as false. And for our parts, we are very 
willing that all our doctrine and practises be tried by 
them ; which we never refused, nor ever shall, in all 
our controversies with our adversaries as the judge 
and test We shall also be willing to admit it as a 
positive certain maxim, that whatsoever any do,, 
pretending to the Spirit, which is contrary to the 
Scriotures, be accounted and reckoned a delu^sion of 
4he aeviL'' Bardatfs JipoL page 85, 86. 



so 

FOURTH QUERY. 

MP 

**Dost thou believe there is no accountability beyond 
the grave, or that there is no state of reward and 
punishment after death?" 

The communications of Elias Hicks hare generally been of 
such a nature, as not to induce Friends to apprehend, that be 
disbelieved in a future state of rewards and punishments. No 
charge of that nature was alleged against him in the testimony of 
disownment, issued by the Monthly Meeting, disuniting him from 
the Society of Friends ; but inasmuch as he and his adherents have 
introduced this subject to the notice of the public in this way ; a 
part of the evidence will be furnished, upon which some may have 
formed an opinion that he discarded those generally received tnithi* 



ANSWER. 

" This charge 
which I hear has 
been made against 
me, is altogether 
mch a bare-faced 
and palpable false- 
hood,that I can hard- 
ly believe that an/ 
man could be ig- 
norant and wicked 
enough to fabricate 
Buoh a story, nor 
that any man that 
knew any thing a- 
bout me, could give 
the leastt possible 
credit thereto ; as 
1 have spent a great 
portion of my time 
in travel and exer- 
cise, having travel- 
led thousands and 
tens of thousands 
of miles, lenving be- 
hind me, every ten- 
der and sweet en- 
ioyment that this 
life can afford, for 
no other cause than 



REMARKS ON THIS QVERT. 

The insertion of this Query, has probably 
been occasioned by a letter published in the 
periodical paper, called "The Friend," VoLl, 
No. 35, dated 6th mo. 2nd, 1828. An extraet 
from which is as follows : 

"We have heard a great deal said about 
Elias Hicks's doctrine; but we have heard 
him ourselves in several meetings of late, 
where he has come out plainer than I ever 
heard him. At Purchase Quarter, he said 
#»•#•#• there was a great deal 
of talk about judgment after death, which 
was all an ignis fatutis, held out to terrify men, 
and cause them to bow to creeds and priest- 
craft. For his part, he knew of no purgatory 
after death ; but he went to judgment every 
day, and so did every other man and woman, 
and that there was no other day of judgment: 
all the heaven and hell there was, is in us : we 
received our rewards and punishments every 
day — our heaven and hell daily ; and all, he 
believed we ever should. To prove it, said 
the drunkard would ^et his bottle and get 
drunks this was his neaven — we saw him 
happy— he was then in heaven : and then he ^ 
would, when he got sober, feel miserable^- 
this was his hell : and if there was any hea- 
ven and hell hereafter, it was something we 
could know nothing about'* 
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to promote truth 
and righteousness 
among my friends 
and fellow crea- 
tures, that they 
might he prepared 
to die, and enter in- 
to that eternal in- 
heritance prepared 
for the righteous, 
where the wicked 
cease from troubl- 
ing,, and the weary 
are at rest; fully 
believing that every 
man will reap the 
reward of well done 
good and faithful 
servant ; or receive 
the sentence, de- 
part from me, ye 
workers of iniq^uity ; 
J know you not. 



In Ellas Hicks'f printed reply to the letter ^; 
from which the above is an extract, he says ' ' 
^* Some parts of his letter are true in part, 
and other parts are false." Alluding to the 
portion just quoted, he proceeds, '^ And as to 
what he says about heaven and hell, I will 
ask him where be has found any heaven or 
hell without him? I should like to hear him 
describe the shape and form of them, and in 
what region or place they are situated. As 
for my part, I am content to understand and 
know, what Paul says on the subject — for he 
assures us, that what is to be known o£ God 
is manifest within man; and it is only by 
these inward manifestations of the Spirit of 
God, that any man or woman has, or can have 
any true knowledge of God, or of heaven or 
hell. For the soul that , is reconciled to, and 
at peace with him, is in the enjoyment of a 
blissful state, let him be where he may. For 
as God fills all things, and is every where 
present, beholding the evil and the good, so 
heaven is every where present to the redeem- 
ed soul : and consequently, hell is every 

I where present to the unredeemed, both in 

I time and eternity." 



This letter of E. Hicks's appears to have been 
written as a refutation, or denial of certain charges 
contained in the letter above referred to, some parts 
of which he admits to be true: and as he does not 
attempt to deny the sentiments alleged to have been 
expressed in the foregoing extract, but goes on in a 
singular strain of reasoning to defend them; conse- 
quently it may justly be inferred, that he admitted 
having at that time expressed the sentiments stated 
in the said letter. 
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FIFTH QUERY. 

«^ When thou speaks of our coming up to a lerel 
with the man Christ Jesus, dost thou mean level in 
our several capacities ? I mean that the one talented 
servant perfectly occupying his one talent, is as per* 
feet as the five talented servant perfectly occupying 
his ?" 



ANSWER. 

•• To this I Deed 
■ay but little, as 
thou hast fiven a 
correct solution of 
it. That as God is 
no respecter of per- 
sons, he therefore 
' deals out to all his 
rational children 
with an equal hand, 
as is beautifully set 
forth hy Jesus, in 
the parable of the 
talents ; for had the 
one talented servant 
faithfully employed 
his one talent, and 
gained another, he 
would have stood as 
high in his lord's 
favor as the five tal- 
ented servant. 

"Therefore as his 
beloved Son had a 
much greater work 
on earth than any 
other man, so he 
had a much greater 
fullness of the Spir- 
it than any other 
nan ; ** For he 
whom God hath 
•ent, speaketh the 
words of God : for 
God gireth not the 



COMMENT. 

" Some may suppose that he (Jesus Christ) 
was a very extraordinary person, with gilU 
and endowments much above others, and that 
we cannot expect to come up to the same per- 
fection ; but there is no warrant from the his- 
tory, the testimony of the wisest and best of 
men, or our own understanding, for such an 
idea. If the Jews had been faithful to the 
divine light, they would have been brought 
exactly into the same experience that he was.'' 
Sermon at Jericho^^th via, nthj 1825. 

" Here he (Jesus) is exalted in his proper 
station, as a minister and as an outward St^ 
viour to the Israelites, by the power which he 
exerted in outward miracles, and the spirit by 
which he was actuated is that light and li^ 
which is the Saviour of the soul : and it was 
the same light and life which is the light and 
life of God ; for he derived it from God his 
Heavenly Father, and we derive a portion of 
the same, which is able to save the soul if 
properly obeyed. Here now he was put up- 
on a level ; and for this reason Jesus called 
the children of God his brethren." E. H,*b 
Sermon at Darby j Qua. Vol, I. p. 17. 

'* For he (Jesus) was under the same re- 
strictions, and in the same condition that onr 
first parents were in ; and in the same condi- 
tion as every innocent infant is.*' £• if.'« 
Ser. Wilmington, Qua. Vol. I, p. 194. 

*' If we believe that God is equal and righ- 
teous in all his ways, that he has made of one 
blood all the families that dwell upon the 
earth : it is impossible that he should be par- 
tial ; and therefore he has been as willing !• 
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Spirit by measure 
unto him." John 
iU. 34. 

I believe with 
Peter when be thus 
expressed himself, 
"Jesus Qf Nazareth, 
a man approved of 
God among you by 
miracles and won- 
ders and signs 
which God did by 
him, in the midst of 
you, as ye your- 
selves also know." 
Acts ii. 22. And 
again, *^ How God 
anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost, and 
with power; who 
Went about doing 
good, and healing 
all who were op- 
pressed T.ith the 
devil: for God was 
with him." Actsx. 
88. This "Holy 
Ghost and power" 
I believe is the only 
Saviour that can 
cleanse the soul of 
man from sin, and 
five him an inher- 
itance among all 
them which are 
8anctified« 



I reveal his will to every creature, as he was to 
our first parents, to Moses and the FrophetSf ' 
to Jesus Christ and his apostles; he never 
can set any of these above us, because if he did^ 
he would be partial." — E, H.^s Ser. PhiL Ei» 
p. 292. 

" And what encouragement, my friends, we 
receive through this medium, when we are 
brought by the light, into a feeling of unity 
with our great pattern, Jesus Christ, and with 
God our Creator. O, see how we come up 
into an equality with him." — jE. H.^s Ser* 
Qua, Vol. l,p. iS. 

" Every child of God has the full and com- 
plete nature, spirit, and may I not say, the 
divinity of God Almighty ; because thire is 
nothing but divinity in God, and therefore if 
they are partakers of his divine nature, so far 
thfey are partakers of his divinity, according 
to the portion which he is pleased to dispense; 
and he must dispense that portion which will 
make them like himself: for his children are 
as much like their Almighty Father, as the 
children of the sons of men are like their fa- 
thers." — New- York Sermons, page 130. 

" Every Christian must come up under thia 
influence of the same light that guid,ed Jesu^ 
Christ— that Christ that was his Saviour an4 
preserver ; and that power which enabled him 
to do his work, will enable us to come on in 
the same path." — E. H. Sermons^ Qua* VoL h 
page 44. 

" Jesus could do no more than to recom- 
mend to this Comforter, which was this light 
in him."— l&id, j5. 41 . 

'* He never directed to himself, but all he 
wanted was to lead their minds to the Spirit 
of Truth, to the light within : and when he 
had done this, he had done his office." — JhiA, 
page 47. 

"And this" the striving to gather people 
home, "is all that I can do« It is the very 
work Jesus Christ had to do. — lb. Vol 4. p, 54. 

" He had not more (light) given him than 
would enable him to fulfil it (the law) the 
same as the other Israelites, for if he had 
more, he could not be an example to them.** 
Aid, Vol 1, p. 193. 
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In these quotations from his printed discoarfles, 
and in tho direct answer to the 5t1i Query, he repre- 
sents our Lord Jesus Christ, in the outward manifes- 
tation, as on a level with every man; differing only 
as the man possessing five talents, differs from him 
who hath but one : he hath however, used a small 
portion of the testimony of John the Baptist, concern- 
ing Jesus Christ ; adopting hi$) words, " For God giv. 
elh not the Spirit by measure unto him ;" but avoiding 
the important part of John's testimony which immedi- 
ately follows, " The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given all things into his hand. He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.'' John iii. 35, 36. 

He also says in the answer, that he believed with 
Peter, quoting that part of his declaration, relating to 
his humanity ; but he does not inform as whether he 
likewise believes in the subsequent part of this, and 
other declarations of the same Apostle ; viz. ^« Him 
being delivered by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God, ye have taken and by wicked 
hands have crucified and slain; whom God hath 
raised up^ having loosed the pains of death; because 
it was not possible that he should be holden of it 
Therefore let all the hcuse of Israel know assuredly 
that God hath made that same Jesus whom ye crucifi- 
ed, both Lord and Christ." Acts ii. 22, 23, 24, and 36. 

Again, ^^ This is the stone which was set at nought 
of you builders, which is become the head of the 
comer. Neither is there salvation in any other; for 
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there^i's none other name under heaven, given among 
men, whereby we must be saved." ActSj.iv. II, 12. 
" And he commanded us to preach unto the people, . 
and to testify that it is He which was ordained of \ 
God tb be the Judge of quick and dead. To Him 
give all the Prophets witness, that through His name 
whosoever believeth in Him, shall receive remission 
of sins." Acts, x. 42, 43. Of which salvation, the 
Prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who 
prophesied of the grace that should come unto you : 
searching what, or what manner of time, the spirit of 
Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified 
beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow." 1st Peter, i. 10^ 11. 

In the doctrines of our Society, the Holy Spirit of ^%' 
Christ, wherewith every man is enlightened, is largely /-* 
treated of, and the necessity of obedience thereuntoi,/ ; 
in order to salvation, much insisted on. 

** But by this we do not at all intend to equal our- 
selves to that Holy Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
was born of the virgin Mary; in whom the fullness of 
the Godhead dwelt bodily; so neither do we destroy 
the reality of his present existence, as some have 
falsely calumniated us. For though we affirm that 
Christ dwells in us, yet not immediately, but mediately, 
as he is in that seed that dwells in us ; whereas He, to 
wit the eternal Word, which was with God and was 
God, dwelt immediately in that Holy Man. He then 
is as the Head, and we as the members : He the vine, 
and we the branches." Barclay* $ ApoLp. 138 ^ J 39. 

" In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus 
stood and cried, saying. If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me and drink. He that believeth on me as 
the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow 
rivers of living water." John vii. 37, 38. 

4 



^ Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall gira 
him, shall never thirst ; but the water that I shall give 
him, shall be in him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life." — Ibid. Chap. iv. 14. 

*' For as the Father raiseth up the dead and quick*' 
eneth them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he wilL 
For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son ; that all men should honor 
the Son, even as they honor the Father."— /A. C^um. v. 
21 to 23. ^^ For as the Father hath life in himsefi; so 
hath he given to the Son to have life in himself; and 
hath given him authority to execute judgment alsoy 
because he is the Son of man." Ibid. 26. 27. Again, 
**When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon thd 
throne of his glory: and before him shall be gathered 
all nations ; and he shall separate them one from 
another as a shepherd divideth his sheep from th6 
goats; and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 
but the goats on the left." Mat. xxv. 31 to 33. 

^^Who, being in the form of God, thought in not 
robbery to be equal with God: but made himself of 
no reputation, and took on him the form of a servanti 
and was made in the likeness of men: and being 
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself 
and Became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly exalted 
him, and given him ft name which is above every 
tinme ; that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven and things in earth, and 
things under the earth ; and that everv tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Falher.^' PMl. ii. 6 to 11. 



SIXTH QUERr. 
•* What relation had the body of Jesus to the Sfitviour 
of man ? Dost thou believe that the crucifixion of 
the outward body of Jesus Christ, was an atonement 
or oar sins ?" 



* * 
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ANnrxK. 

** In reply to the 
first part of this que- 
ry* I answer, I be- 
lieire in unison with 
our ancient friends, 
that it was the out- 
ward garment, in 
which he performed 
all his mighty 
works, or as Paul 
hath expressed it, 
" know ye not that 
your body is the 
temple of the Holy 
Ghost, which is in 
you ;" therefore he 
charged them not 
to defile those tem- 
ples. What is at- 
tributed to that bo- 
dy, I acknowledge, 
and give to that bo- 
dy, in its plaee, ac- 
cording as the 
Scripture attribut- 
eth it, which is 
through and be- 
cause of that which 
dwelt and acted in 
it: but that which 
sanctified and kept 
the body pure, and 
made all acceptable 
in him, was the life, 
holiness, and right- 
eousness of the 
Spirit. And the 
same thing that 
kept his vessel pure, 
it is the same thing 
that cleanseth us. 

In reply to the 
second part of this 
query, I would re- 
mark, that I see no 
need of directing 
men to the type, 



COMllXSfT. 

'' I do not consider that the crucifixion of 
the outward body of flesh and blood of Jesus 
on the cross, was an atonement for any sins, 
but the legal sins of the Jews." — JB. IPt. 
Letter, to N. Shoemaker, Sd mo. ^Ist, 1823. 

" I believe nothing ever did, or ever will, 
atone ibr spiritual corruption, but the entirii 
death of that from whence that corruption 
originated." — Extract of a Letter to P. Wil* 
lis, dated 9 mo. 23(f, 1820. 

" And that (the crucifixion) answered a pe- 
culiar purpose to the Jewish nation, as it put 
an end to their testimony, their law, and cove- 
nant, that they might enter into a better cove- 
nant, wherein the sacrifice was to be the lifs 
of the creature ; for nothing can atone for sin 
but that which induced us to sin."- — E. B^9* 
Ser. Qua. vol. 2, p. 271. 

"The redemption efiected by that outward 
ofiering, would only, according to tlie true 
analogy of things, be a redemption of thf 
outward bodies. • * Now I consider that' 
the ofiering of the body of Jesus Christ, on 
the outward cross, applied only as a matter 
of redemption to the Israelites ; redeeming 
them from the curse of that covenant, and 
the penalties attendant on every breach there- 
of." — Letter to Wm. B. Irish, 1st mo. 1820. 

" And what astonishing ignorance it must 
be, to suppose that material blood, made of 
the dust of the eprth, can be considered a sat- 
isfaqtory ofiering for a spiritual being, that is 
all spirit, and no flesh. , I say, what astonish- 
ing ignorance!" — Ser. Qua. vol. I, p. 16. 

" But what blood my friends ? Did Jesuf 
Christ, the Saviour, ever have any material 
blood ? Not a drop of it, my friends ; not a 
drop of it." — Ibid, p. 41 , 

" Our primitive friends stopped short in that 
matter, not for want of faithfulness, but be-, 
cause the day, , that was in some respects 
still dark, would not admit of further open- 
ings ; because the people could not bear it ; 
therefoi e it was to be a future work. But to 
suppo<3e in this day of advanced light, that 
the ofiering of the outward body of Jesus 
Christy should purge away spiritual corrup- 
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fof the antitype, 
neither to the out- 
ward temple, nor 
yet to Jerusalem; 
neither to Jesus 
Christ, ■ nor his 
blood, outwardly ; 
knowing that nei- 
ther the righteous- 
ness of faith, nor 
the word of it, doth 
so direct. The new 
and second cove- 
nant is dedicated 
with the blood, the 
life of Christ Jesus, 
which is the alone 
atonement unto 
God, by which all 
his people are wash- 
ed, sanctified, clean- 
sed, and redeemed 
to God." 



tion, is entirely incoiMistent with the nature 
and reason of things, as flesh and Spirit bear 
no analogy with each other." — Letter to P, 
Willis, dated 9th mo. 25d, 1820. 

" I cannot believe that it was an ofiering 
designed by the Father; but circumstances 
led him to it, as well as many other martyrs." 
Ser. at Jer, 2d mo. 2Sth, 1828. 

'* And much might be produced to show the 
wickedness and absurdity of the doctrine that 
would accuse the perfectly just, all wise and 
merciful Jehovah, of so barbarous and cruel 
an act, as that of slaying his innocent and 
righteous Son, to atone for the sins and ini- 
quities of the ungodly : surely b it possible 
that any rational being, that has any right 
sense of justice or mercy, that would be wil- 
ling to accept forgiveness of his sins upon 
such terms ? Would he not rather go for- 
ward and offer himself wholly up, to suffer 
all the penalties due to his crimes, rather than 
the innocent should suffer? Nay ! was he 
so hardy as to acknowledge a willingness to 
be saved through such a medium, would it 
not prove that he stood in direct opposition 
to every principle of justice and honesty, of 
mercy and love ; and shew himself to be a 
poor selfish creature, and unworthy of no- 
tice ? — Letter to N. Shoemaker^ dated Sd me. 
315^ 1823. 

ON THE ATONEMENT. 

The necessity of oh0dience to the internal mani* 
Testation of the Spirit, in order to salvation, is a 
doctrine always maintained by our Society ; but '* we 
•• do not hereby intend any ways to lesson or derogate 
"from the atonement and sacrifice of Jesus Christ; 
" but on the contrary do magnify and exalt it. * ♦ ♦ • 

''Secondly, God manifested this love towards us in 
the sending of his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ 
into the world, who gave himself for us, an offering 
and a sacrifice to God, for a sweet smelling savor; 
and having made peace through the blood of bis 
cross, that he might reconcile us unto himself, and bj 
the Eternal Spirit offered himself without spot unto 
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God, and suffered %r our sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us unto God.'' Ibid, page 203. 

" He was, and is the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sin of the world : he gave himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 
himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
He trod the untrodden path to glory, and consecrated 
a new and living way through the veil, that is to say, 
his flesh ; in which all those whom he hath, and will 
redeem out of every kindred tongue, and people, 
and nation, have, and must forever walk. We desire 
therefore to receive and acknowledge him as the gift 
of God to man for his redemption and salvation; be- 
lieving that what he then did, and what is now 
experimentally known by his Spirit and Power in the 
hearts of true believers, are all parts of the wondrous 
whole; for he was and is, the way, and the truth, and 
the life ; no man cometh unto the Father but by him. 

Elias Hicks, in his answer to this query, claims 
unity in belief, with our primitive Friends, and in the 
language of one of them, says, " What is attributed 
to that body, I acknowledge, and give to that body 
its place, according as the Scripture attributeth 
it,''&c. ♦ 

The Scriptures say that "he bare our sins, in his : 
own body on the tree, that we being dead to sin, 
should live unto righteousness." 1st Peter, ii. 24th. 
That "he was- wounded for our transgressions, bruis- 
ed for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed," 
" And the Lord hath laid on him the iniqui- 
ty of us all," " He is brought as a lamb to the 

slaughter," — r " numbered with the transgres- 
sors ; and bare the sins of many." Isa. chap. 53. 
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Agftio,'' By the which will," (the win oTGod) «w« 
ere Moctified tbrongh the <^riiig of the bodj of 
Jetof Christ once for aH,** and ^after he had offered 
one Mcri6ce lor sins, fiorerer sat down oq the ri|;ht 
band of God," ■ ^ for bj one oflfering he hath 

perfected fererer, them that are sanctified." Heb. 
%, IO9 11, and 14. 

Now in the cotnmanications of E. H^ either Terbal 
or written, not a single expression is recollected 
' which can make it appear that he attributed to the 
bod/ of Jesus Christ, what these unequivocal paas^ 
ges of Scripture attribute to that bodj; but as has 
been shown, much can be found, that speaks a Ian* 
guage in direct opposition to their indisputable 
meaning. 

The answer of E. XL relative to what he attributes 
to the body of Christ, is a quotation (though not maxkr 
ed as such) from Isaac Penington, one of our 
primitive Friends, Let us see what I. Penington at* 
tributes to that body in unison with the Spirit; and 
then judge how far the sentiments of the two are in 
accordance. I. P. says immediately preceding El 
H.'tt quotation, ** That he (Christ) did offer up the 
flesh and blood of that body ; though not onlj so, for 
he poured out his soul, he poured out bis life, asacri* 
ficc or ofToring for sin ; (do not, oh ! do not stumble 
at it| but rather wait on the Lord to understand it, for 
we speak in this matter what we know,) a sacrifice 
unto the. Father, and in it tasted death for ever j man ; 
and that it is upon consideration, and through God^s 
acceptance of this sacriticc for sin, that the sins of 
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1>elier^r9 are pardoned; that God might be just, and 
the justifi^r of him who believeth in J'eaus, or who is 
of the faith of Jesus. What is attributed to that bodj 
•I acknowledge/^ &c. — /. Pen. tvorks^ Vol 3,/i. 34. 

Again he saith, ^^ So mark, there is the will of God, 
die offhring up of the body of Jesus, the pouring out 
4f the spirit of grace, the new covenant, and faith in 
Christ, &c« all these tend to work out one ond the 
same thing; and they all concur thereto, in their se- 
veral orders and places."-r-"/J«rf, Firf. iv.j9. 128. 

^ Now as touching the outward, which ye say we 
deny because of our testimony to the inward, I have 
frequently given a most solemn testimony thereto; 
End God knoweth it to be the truth of my heart; and 
Jthat the testifying to the inward from which the out* 
Vard came^ doth not make the outward void, but ra- 
iher establisheth it, in its place and service. God him. 
self, who knew what virtue wis in the inward, hath 
yet pleased to make use of the Outward ; and who 
may contradict or slight his wisdom and counsel 
-therein? Glorious was the appearance of his Son in 
the flesh; precious his subjection, and holy obedi- 
ence to his Father: his giving himself up to death for 
sinners, was of great esteem in his eye ! It was a 
spotless sacrifice of great value ; and effectual for the 
remission of sins. And 1 do acknowledge humbly 
unto the Lord, the remission of my sins thereby ; and 
bless the Lord for it ; even for giving up his Son to 
death for us all ; and giving all that believe in his name 
and power, to partake of remission through bim." 
Fb/. 3, p. 415. 
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Again, ^ I do exceedingly honor and esteem thai 
offering, believing it had relation to the sins of the 
whole world, and was a propitiatory sacrifice to the 
Father therefor: and surely he that is redeemed out 
of the world, up to God, by Christ, cannot deny that 
Christ was his ransom, and that be was bought with 
a price, and therefore is to glorify God with his bodj 
and spirit which are God's." Vol. 4,j9. 451. 

Such was the faith of Isaac Penington, most 
solemnly declared and united with, by the declara- 
tions of Fox, Barclay, Penn, &c., and others of our 
primitive Friends, and by the Society as a body. 

The attentive reader will be able to judge how far 
the foregoing declarations of Elias Hicks, accord 
therewith, and also, how far he and his followers can 
be justified in endeavoring to claim unity in faith and 
doctrine with those worthy instruments, in the gath- 
ering of our religious Society, and in promulgating 
such sentiments under its name. 
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